Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BONN 13312 141726Z 

46 

ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO EURE-00 CIAE-00 PM-07 INR-10 

L-03 NSAE-00 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 USIA-15 

TRSE-00 MBFR-04 SAJ-01 ACDA-19 10-13 OMB-Ol H-03 

NSC-10 SS-15 OIC-04 AEC-11 DRC-01 /161 W 

095881 

PR 141606Z SEP 73 
FM AMEMBASSY BONN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7424 
SECDEF WASHDC PRIORITY 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL BONN 13312 
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SUBJECT: MBFR:GERMAN PRESS STORY ON ALLIED NEGOTIATING 
POSITION. 

REF: (A) STATE 182240, (B) STATE 181638 

1. WESTDEUTSCHE ALLGEMEINE (ESSEN) OF SEPT 14 CARRIES 
BRIEF FRONT PAGE STORY CITING "GOVERNMENT CIRCLES IN 
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ALLIES HAVE AGREED TO PROPOSE AT THE VIENNA MBFR TALKS 
A REDUCTION OF NATO AND WARSAW PACT FORCES IN EUROPE 
OF 700,000 MEN EACH;(REPORTER OBVIOUSLY MISUNDERSTOOD 
THIS ASPECT OF TOTH STORY). THE PRESS REPORT CONTINUES: 
QTE THE U.S. INTENDS TO WITHDRAW, ALREADY NEXT 
YEAR, ABOUT 10 PERCENT OF THEIR ROUGHLY 300,000 MEN 
IN EUROPE. ON THE OTHER SIDE, WHOSE TROOP STRENGTH 
IS SUPERIOR TO NATO, 67,000 SOVIET SOLDIERS WOULD BE 
REMOVED FROM CENTRAL EUROPE. BESIDES, THE AMERICANS 
INTEND TO PRESS FOR A REDUCTION IN THE NUMBER OF 
SOVIET TANKS IN THE EAST EUROPEAN COUNTRIES, IN 
ORDER TO BALANCE OFF THE DISADVANTAGE OF REMOVING 
U.S. TROOPS TO THE OTHER SIDE OF THE ATLANTIC. END QTE 

2. THE ABOVE STORY HAS NOT YET HIT OTHER FRG PAPERS, 

BUT WE EXPECT SEPT 15 PAPERS WILL PICK UP JUST PRINTED 
WIRE DISPATCH FROM DPA CHIEF WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT 
HANS - JUERGEN HOEFER, WHO BASICALLY GOES OVER ROBERT 
TOTH WASHPOST/LA TIMES STORY, ADDING INTERPRETATION 
THAT LEAK WAS "INTENTIONAL INDISCRETION" DESIGNED 

TO AFFECT CURRENT NATO DEBATE (SIC) AND TO DIVERT 
PRESENT CONGRESSIONAL PRESSURES FOR UNILATERAL CUT. 

3. EMBOFF WENT OVER GUIDANCE ON U.S. PRESS APPROACH, 

AS DESCRIBED REFTELS .WITH FONOFF MBFR DEPT CHIEF RUTH. 
THE LATTER SAID BONN PROBABLY WOULD TAKE THE SAME 
APPROACH. 

HILLENBRAND 
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